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Anna Boden, PhD Student
Lancaster University

United Kingdom

| was given the opportunity to be a Visiting Fellow with GEKat Linkdping University for
five weeks, between the lovember 2008 and the "l ®ecember 2008. In this time | have
had a fantastic chance to engage with research in my ef@aterest, to work in an
international context, and to meet scholars and doctoral studihts laroad range of
interests. | was warmly welcomed and consider it a gr@aipliment and privilege to have

been accepted to work with such a positive and high cajifongp of academics.

Of particular value were the two presentations | wasdgkgive. These allowed me to
make my own research ideas more accessible to others gaih tonportant critical and
constructive feedback, comments and considerations for bothesig tand my future work.
This was carried out in a very supportive and nurturing environarehtllowed me to
develop my communication skills. In the first paper, presentedra®fthe GEXcel
Symposium on ‘Men, Age and Embodiment: Power, hegemony andsteaction’, | was
able to discuss my current PhD work which relates more génerahe main GEXcel
Theme of Deconstructing the Hegemony of Men and Masculint@sapitalize on this, |
suggested ideas for future research in my second seminarpaipk focused more
specifically on older men as grandfathers at a GEXcetniat seminar. In my talk entitled
‘Older men and ageing: gendered performance, intersedtioaatl gender’ | presented the
argument that understanding grandfathers from an intergenergtiensglective might be a
more relational approach to considering how identities aresgdeed by social signifiers of
difference; in particular age, generation, space and magguConsideration of my future
work has allowed me to think seriously about my future prospectsfaddas for possible

publications, something | have yet to do and feel is estémtia young scholar.

When not presenting my papers, | have had the chance to continkidowany thesis
and to develop my ideas further. | have been provided with acecodihd other excellent
facilities. In this time | have also been able to trabscsome interviews | carried out before
the visit and to reflect upon them further. As a result of ogniiere, | have also been given

access to a lot more relevant reading and writing that | cowddo#ss in Lancaster. This has
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raised questions about my approach to my thesis as well azdltoe to clarify my research
guestions. Because | come from a geography department whexeathefew scholars in my
research area, | have benefitted immensely from having csati@rs with leading scholars in
the field of men and masculinities, and age and ageing, #med BhD students who are

resident here who have similar interests.

Finally, 1 would like to say thank you to all that are involveidhvihis GEXcel theme
here in Linkdping. It has been an extremely stimulating vislit.aspects have been well
organized and carefully thought out and | look forward to future colédioms.



Professor Toni Calasanti
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University

USA

From 28" November to 18 December, | had the opportunity to be a Visiting Fellow of
GEXcel at Linképing University. During this time | engage@inumber of activities that

have greatly enhanced my work in the areas of gender and aging.

On 2" December, | presented a paper, “Aging bodies, constructionssdulinities,
and the anti-aging industry” at the GEXcel Symposium, ‘Men, &wg Embodiment: Power,
hegemony and deconstruction.” Both the discussion on my papereaexidiange that
resulted from the other speakers were quite fruitful ane lgaxen me ways to think about the
interviews research | am presently conducting on middle-agedamd women. As a result of
this session, | am also pursuing collaborative possibilitids Miels Ulrik Sgrensen, one of

the symposium participants.

On 4" December, | presented “Old age, masculinities, andvearie’ at the GEXcel
internal seminar. This talk gave me the opportunity to think amguiata on masculinity and
care work in terms of how men negotiate masculinity inctirgext of female-dominated paid
work. This turn in my thinking will help me publish an agi¢hat counters suggestions made

by others that doing “women’s work” in later life serves de-gender” old men.

In addition to these two seminars, | also had the opporttmitisit the Norrkdping
campus twice, to present a paper (ofi December), ‘Age relations, gender relations, and the
anti-aging industry’, and visit with colleagues at NISAL {idaal Institute for the Study of
Ageing and Later Life). | also attended a talk given by Néad) on 18' December, having to
do with agency in older men. Both the presentations and the opippttutalk with faculty
and graduate students at NISAL were extremely helpful, arldawe also begun to discuss
collaborative opportunities. In particular, talking with Lars Arsgen and Sandra Torres was

quite fruitful.

Throughout my stay in Linkdping | have had had the opportunity évaat with
GEXcel scholars, both faculty and graduate students, incluildasg twho were also visiting

fellows. The stimulating conversations with Jeff Hearn, gjarAndersson, Linn Sandberg,
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Anna Boden, Winnie Poster, Niels Ulrik Sgrensen and Nina Ly&kk®(g others) has
encouraged me and as a result of this interaction | haw#fsaliideas on several research

topics.

In addition, | had the opportunity to be the opponent for Linn Sandb@d&sdoctoral
seminar, dealing with her dissertation research on maggubging, bodies and sexuality. |
think that both Linn and | benefitted from our discussion, and #r@yraonstructive ideas

expressed by others in the room were stimulating and helpful.

In summary, my time at LIU has been among the most intelidg engaging and
rewarding times that | have spent. | am grateful forojyeortunity and energized for future
work. | look forward to returning to the GEXcel conference priA2009 with new research

to share.



Dr Richard Howson
University of Wollongong

Australia

From 28" April to 25" May 2008 | had the opportunity to undertake a research visit to
Linkoping University and the GEXcel programme as a self-fdrdpen Position Fellow, as
well as attend a GEXcel Conference on ‘Gender, Sexualit@migal Change’ at Orebro
University. My one month visit to the GEXcel programmes wexy enjoyable, intellectually
stimulating and extremely productive. At Linkdping in particulavas given excellent office
and computer facilities to undertake my work, as well as wénidechnical and

administrative assistance and support throughout.

During this time | met with almost all the PhD research&sswell | was able to attend
many seminars at which these researchers and other ingéddraics presented their work. |
found the ideas and arguments extremely diverse, interestihghallenging and | was able
to share information and develop my own ideas from the followisgussions in a very
professional and open environment. It showed me the importatice imfterdisciplinarity
that GEXcel promotes, which has had an important influencayoawn work in the field of

gender studies.

During my stay | was also able complete a seminar papeedriteconstructing
hegemonic masculinity’ and present this work to the programromlaping. The feedback |
received was both generous and instructive, in the sense ¢hatfied for me areas in which
| could expand and elaborate my ideas. The work | preserads ilgto Theme 2 of the
GEXcel programme that engages with Deconstructing the Hageonf Men and
Masculinities, and in particular the sub-theme that expldiesorising men and
masculinities: On power, hegemony, deconstruction and relatedegedn addition, initial
discussions at this time with Professor Jeff Hearn ledcmlaborative work entitled ‘Policy,
men and transnationalism’ also within the Theme 2 aamtfocused on the sub-theme
‘Transnationalisation: Multiple aspects of globalisation andsinationalisation, such as
multinational corporations, international finance and migrationtilltbe published in the
forthcoming (Routledge, 2009) volunigrant Man: Critical Sudies of Masculinities and
the Migration Experience co-edited by Mike Donaldson, Ray Hibbens, Bob Pease and myself.
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The experience of working in such an intellectually excjtprgfessional and enjoyable
environment has been extremely instructive but also very pregudttivould like to thank all

at GEXcel for their collegiality and generosity.



Professor Sheila Jeffreys
University of Melbourne

Australia

My visit ran from &' November to 28 November. The visiting scholar programme was a
wonderful opportunity for me to do some thinking and writing, to presiess and to
network and develop ideas with academics and postgraduate stadehe programme. |

was made to feel extremely welcome and the visit veag well organized.

On my visit to the University of Linkoping | wrote and delivériree

different talks to four audiences:

i. | gave a presentation on ‘Outsourcing women’s subordinatiore blaters
in business and leisure prostitution’ at a meeting of the t8reedish Centres of Gender
Excellence (Linkoping-Orebro, Umed, Uppsala), held at Uppsaileetsity on Thursday 13

November.

ii. | gave a GEXcel internal seminar at Linkoping on Wedags8" November
on ‘Transgenderism and male domination: Social and political Gaudins of a harmful

cultural practice’.

iii. | gave a presentation at the mini-conference at Linkppim Thursday 21
November, also on ‘Outsourcing women’s subordination: Male buyers indassand leisure
prostitution’, as part of GEXcel Mini-conference on ‘Men andsMadinities in Transnational

Contexts: Power, hegemony and deconstruction’.

iv. | gave a seminar as part of the course on ‘Sexudtientitet och samhalle’
at Linkoping University on Monday 24 November on ‘Prostitution aaflitking in the
global political economy’.

The talk ‘Outsourcing women'’s subordination: male buyers in busareks
leisure prostitution’ will be published in short form in a publicatirom the GEXcel

programme.



Networking with academics and postgraduate students on the prograrhe visit
provided valuable opportunities for networking and the development of idezugh less
formal interaction with postgraduate students in the prograthmoughout my stay. This took
place on the days | gave talks, but also in the form of luahd coffees with interested staff

and students about mutual interests in gender studies, argiial and the sex industry.

Interview: Through a PhD student | met at the Uppsala mektiag interviewed for

the magazine of Animal Rights Sweden which will be publishezDD9.



Dr Neal King
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University

USA

| visited GEXcel as a self-funded Open Position Fello@@eember of 2008. | gave two
talks, in Linkdping at the GEXcel Symposium on ‘Men, Age and Enmbexit: Power,
hegemony and deconstruction’ otf Recember; and at the Norrképing campus National
Institute for the Study of Ageing and Later Life, at the tatibn of Lars Andersson, on'16
December. | took advantage of the fine facilities to pursy@malysis of interviews with
aging men and the ways in which they speak of themsedvagemts. | benefited greatly from
contact with such LIU scholars as Jeff Hearn, Lars AndersSandra Torres, and visiting
scholar Paula Fass (UC Berkeley). | was able to formalatedel of social control and
oppression in which one can locate relatively privileged atedifferent life stages, and link
data in the interview transcripts to elements of the madsgiticipate journal publication of
the results in 2010 or 2011.

| also met with staff in the LIU Child Studies programnmeluding Bengt Sandin,
Kjerstin Andersson, and Anna Sparrman, forming valuable cantaicprojects on age

oppression and the study of childhood and violence on film.

I met a few other scholars with similar interests aldregway (for example, Tiina
Mantymaki, University of Vaasa, Finland), mostly due todhigence of Kjerstin Andersson

and Jeff Hearn in keeping their colleagues networked.

Lastly, | gave a seminal media interview with a loedgtision station, during which |

was able to wish Berit Starkman a very Merry Christmas.

In all, I am most grateful for the opportunity to share ide#ls such a broad range of
scholars working on so many projects of interest to me. dtwesed work time and frequent
contact with fellow researchers advanced my own reséarchore rapidly than would

ordinarily be the case. | anticipate benefiting from these cwvacts far into the future.
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Professor Robert Morrell
University of KwaZulu-Natal

Republic of South Africa

From 6" October to 5 November 2008 | spent a month as a self-funded Open Position
Fellow in the GEXcel programme at the University of Linkdpihigad not been to Linkdping
before and found the whole experience to be restorative and fixadueor those who

haven't visited Linkdping, the city is very accessible anghable. Its scale makes it easy to
reach most places on foot. The public transport is outstandindgpameople very friendly,
approachable and English-speaking! All of these public featuzes accentuated at the

University itself. | have seldom been the recipient of syemerosity and support.

I had modest hopes for my month in Linképing. Not everybody appretieéact that
being an academic with a heavy load of supervision, lectargesearch as well as the
ever-increasing amount of administration required, is fatigutinged at least of the lecturing
and administration, | hoped to be able to catch up with sontiagvin a friendly and

intellectually stimulating environment. | could not have coma better place for this.

During my month at Linkdping | met many of the wonderful doctoral stsdémias
struck by the passion for their work, the energy with whicly #regaged in discussion and
their openness to ideas. This speaks a great deal aflitev@ament of the Gender Studies
enterprise at the University. Students from far and widetiracted and forge strong bonds
of friendship which are mutually supportive and contribute to thélectaal excitement of
GEXCel. | attended student seminars and gave a semysailf, ‘Warrior culture, Zulu
masculinities, and stick-fighting: Hegemonic masculinitylangolence and virtue in South

Africa’.

My stay was facilitated by Jeff Hearn whom | have knownwaoiked with for over a
decade. As | write this, | have just received news thapgplication for a Sweden-South
African Research Link, funded by South Africa’s National Rege&oundation and the
Swedish Research Council (Vetenskapradet) has been sutcésffand | will work with a
team of Swedish and South African researchers to explorerisinde the contentious but

critical concept of ‘hegemonic masculinity’ over the nextéhyears.
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I would like to end by thanking Jeff, Kjerstin Andersson, BStérkman and UlIf

Mellstréom for their support and friendship during my stay.
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Dr Winifred Poster
Washington University in St Louis

USA

What an amazing opportunity — my deepest appreciation for a wondisifudt the GEXcel
Center during four weeks in November and December 2008. My felipwsls an

incredibly productive experience in many ways: for discussimkintellectual exchange, for
writing and contributing to scholarly publications, and for collaborestand future joint

projects.

A main purpose for my visit was presenting &t workshops for Theme 2 on the topic
of Deconstructing the Hegemony of Men and Masculinities. Thedient was an internal
GEXcel seminar held on T9November, and the title of my presentation was “Multi-level
challenges by Indian professionals to U.S. ICT hegemonye”sElcond event was a GEXcel
Mini-conference held on 0November, entitled “Men and masculinities in transnational
contexts: Power, hegemony and deconstruction.” The titleyginesentation here was
“Subversions of techno-masculinity in the global economy.” Afiesé events, | also

attended a GEXcel Syposium on the theme of “Men, age, and eméntiheld on %
December, and an internal seminar on helddbecember.

Discussions at these events were rich and stimglatfelt so fortunate to be able to
discuss the themes with such renowned scholars, who are faomparts of the world and
are doing such cutting edge research. We engaged indisesssions at the seminars and
mini-conferences and then continued them at informal receptiomgrdi lunches, and in the
hallways of the Tema Genus building. Given my interestsamtasculinities of
transnationalism, virtuality and technology, | was especially hezhtwr spend time with Jeff
Hearn and Ulf Mellstrém, and | hope to continue my collaboratigtisboth these scholars
in the future. | also really enjoyed my conversations withdoctoral students in Gender
Studies at Linkoping University, who are doing fascinatingaesein these areas as well,

and | hope to hear about their progress in the future.

The general climate of the center has beercphatly conducive to the growth and

exploration in the field of gender studies. It's truly adiréo the directors Jeff Hearn and
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Nina Lykke for fostering an environment that is so welcomingctwlars, both local and
international, and that is addressing such important and neglaatas of research, like those
of Deconstructing the Hegemony of Men and Masculinities.Méig rare for scholars to have
the opportunity to reside at a research institution for amegeid period, with full resources
and support at our disposal, with uninterrupted time to focus on oursshipl, and with

such a thriving global community of scholars doing top-notch reksea
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Dr Niels Ulrik Sgrensen
Aarhus University

Denmark

| spent 18' November — 8 December at Linkdping University as a visiting fellow.

The first day | attended a GEXCel Theme 2 internal samwith Professor Sheila Jeffreys
from University of Melbourne and Dr Winifred Poster from Wasgiton University in St
Louis. The day after | presented the paper “Detours for begguality — Young boys viewing
male bodies in pornography” at the mini-conference ‘Men and Masitesi in Transnational
Contexts: Power, hegemony and deconstruction’. Apart from myrgegsm, there were

presentations by Jeffreys, Poster and Professor Jeff HeannGEXcel.

The following one and a half week | produced thergdming, male and experiences
of aging”, which | presented at the symposium ‘Men, Age antddeiiment: Power,
hegemony and deconstruction’on December 2. At the symposiumwbaeralso
presentations by Professor Toni Calasanti and Associate Rmolésal King, both from
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, and flarma Boden from the University

of Lancaster.

The stay provided me with a valuable opportunitiktoha@nge ideas with the scholars
already mentioned as well as with other scholars badadkaiping University and scholars
coming to Linkdping just for a day to attend one of the GEXeahgements. There were
many opportunities to socialise and continue the exchange ofildease relaxed settings.
Being part of GEXcel was both an academically and a persaealrding experience. |

would like to thank the organisers and the members of GIEXcthat experience.
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